
Year 5 Art: Earth, Sky and Space Painting and use of White Autumn 2

Key Term Definition

Pointillism 
Using dots to create a 
picture

Perspective Art technique for creating an 
illusion of three-dimensions 
(depth and space) on a two-
dimensional (flat) surface

Outline A line that draws or defines 
the outer edge of something

Foreground The area of the composition 
that is closest to the viewer

Background The area of the composition 
that is furthest from the 
viewer

Evaluating To analyse and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the work 
that has been produced

Georges Seurat is the pioneer of technique of painting in softly flickering, small dots or strokes of color, called Pointillism.

Painting 
TechniquesFlat Wash

Scumbling

Brush Ruling
Stippling

CrosshatchingOrganic Lines

Challenge 
question:  
What can 
you find out 
about 
Seurat? 

The task this half term is to create Seurat inspired space art using the pictures below as a stimulus: 

Challenge 
Find out 
more about 
his last 
painting or 
piece of art 
work.



Year 5 Computing: Online Safety                                               Autumn 2

Key learning

• To gain a greater understanding of the impact that sharing digital content 
can have;

• To review sources of support when using technology and children’s 
responsibility to one another in their online behavior;

• To know how to maintain secure passwords;
• To understand the advantages, disadvantages, permissions and purposes 

of altering an image digitally and the reasons for this;
• To be aware of appropriate and inappropriate text, photographs and 

videos and the impact of sharing these online;
• To learn how to reference sources in their work;
• To search the Internet with a consideration of how reliable results are to 

check validity and understand the impact of incorrect information. 

Challenge: List 5 
things you can 
do to stay safe 

online

Key Words

Phishing The practice of sending email pretending to be from
reputable companies in order to persuade individuals to
reveal personal information, such as passwords.

PEDI Ratings These show the age that digital content is suitable for and 
the type of content that it contains

Malware Software that is specifically designed to disrupt, damage, or 
gain unauthorised access to a computer system

Spoof An imitation of something that appears to look genuine

Encrypt The translation of data into a secret code to achieve data 
security

Identity Theft When someone pretends to be another person online. It can 
be done for financial gain or to steal others’ private 
information

Copyright When the rights to something belong to a specific person

STAY SMART ONLINE!

S is for safe- Never give your personal information to people that you 
do not know.
M is for meet- Never arrange to meet with strangers.
A is for Accepting- Never accept emails or messages from people that 
you do not know as they might contain a virus.
R is for reliable- Not everything that you read on the internet is true.
T is for tell- If anything upsets you on the internet always tell a trusted 
adult.

Why are passwords so important?
Passwords protect your information and stop other people
accessing it. Passwords are like a toothbrush; they should not
be shared with anyone else.

Who do I tell if I see anything online that makes me upset
or scared?
When you are at school, you should tell the teacher or
another adult. At home, you should tell your parent or
guardian or another adult that you trust.



Year 5   Geography: Biomes Autumn 2

Key Words

Biome A large ecosystem, which relies on climate.

Climate Average weather conditions over long periods.

Precipitation Any form of moisture which falls to the Earth.

Ecosystem A group of living organisms interacting within their 
physical environment.

Biodiversity Variety of living things e.g species and habitats.

Flora Another word to refer to plants.

Fauna Another word to refer to animals.

A rainforest is hot and wet all
year. It is rich in plants and
animals but has poor soil.

A desert can be hot or cold
and is limited to mostly
plants.

A tundra is below freezing for
most of the year. As a result,
its ground is permanently
frozen.

A tiaga is a type of forest
made up of mostly pine
trees.

A map of global biomes

Challenge question: How many biomes can you 
spot in the biome chart?

Fun fact: Did you know the ocean has biomes 
too?  The Coral Reef is the most famous.



Year 5 Religious Education: Religious Leaders Autumn 2

Key vocabulary 

Leader The person who leads or commands a group, organization, or country

Follower A person who supports and admires a particular person or set of ideas.

Courage The ability to do something that frightens one; bravery.

Choice An act of choosing between two or more possibilities

Prophet A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of God.

Buddist An adherent of the religion based on the teachings of Buddha

Monk A member of a religious community of men typically living under vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience.

Guru A personal religious teacher and spiritual guide in Hinduism

SMSC – how this links

Spiritual: reflecting on self awareness and on the question, ‘who 
influences my life’.

Moral: exploring the influence from family and friends and society.

Social: considering how religious and other beliefs lead to actions.

Cultural: thinking about living in a world of many religions and beliefs.

Key Learning

By the end of this unit of learning, pupils will have learnt to:
• Discuss features of leadership and compare lives;
• Explain with reasons what makes a leader or teacher worth 

following;
• Make connections between following a religious authority and being 

influenced;
• Discuss and present ideas about leadership;
• Explain why religious leaders matter and what makes a worthy 

leader;
• Discuss challenging questions about why people today choose to 

follow the Prophet, a Guru, Jesus or Buddha;
• Discuss female spiritual leaders and role models.

Challenge: What facts can you find 

out about spiritual leaders at home 

or from the library?

Religious leaders

Dalai Lama

Gandhi

Guru Nanak

Saint Teresa of 
Kolkata

Amma (Mata 
Amritanamdamayi) 

Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr

What 
characteristic 
would you use 
to describe a 

leader?

Are actions 
ever justified?

What does it 
mean to be 

moral?



Year 5 Jigsaw: Celebrating Differences                              Autumn 2

British Values

Jigsaw PSHE helps promote the fundamental British 
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs.

Key Words

Culture The ideas, customs and 
social behaviour of a 
particular group of people.

Racism Treating people badly of 
another race and believing 
one race is superior to 
another.

Bullying The use of force, coercion 
or hurtful teasing which is 
continuous and hurtful.

Kindness The quality of being 
friendly, generous and 
considerate.

Social Emotional Skills

Understanding and accepting that everyone is 
different.

To know how to help someone if they are 
being bullied.

Appreciate team work and developing 
relationships with peers.

To be kind and respectful.

How can we be moral?

Being moral is when an individual is concerned
with the principles of right and wrong behavior. A
moral person always makes an attempt to follow
the accepted standards of behavior. Such a
person would make an effort to do the right thing
at all times.

Challenge Question:
How can you lead a moral life?



Year 5 DT:  Constructing edible houses                 Autumn 2

Key learning 

During this unit, the children will be learning:

• To investigate existing editable houses to inspire their work;
• To create and follow a design criteria;
• To create accurate templates to inform planning and design;
• To test and improve a design;
• To construct a house out of edible resources;
• To build on their current knowledge of the Engineering Design 

Process and think about how it has changed from last half term;
• To evaluate a product once it has finished. 

Why Gingerbread?

Ginger has been used as a medicine and a spice for foods since the Roman times. It also 
helps to preserve the food, keeping it edible and safe to eat for longer. Medieval and 
Tudor people would create elaborate designs out of gingerbread using moulds. 
Constructing gingerbread was linked to religious beliefs at the time. Only specially 
trained bakers were allowed to make it except from during Christmas and Easter when 
everyone could make it.
It is thought that the idea of building gingerbread houses was a result of the Brothers 
Grimm tale of ‘Hänsel and Gretel’ in the 1800s!

Challenge: What facts can you 
find about edible houses and 

how to structure them at 
home or the library?

What is a prototype?

A prototype is full-scale, functional model, used for demonstration or 
testing a design. It can be used to iron out any problems with the initial 
design before it is mass produced. Prototypes might be used by 
engineers, car manufacturers, web designers, fashion designers and 
many more! It is always a good idea to create a prototype before 
agreeing a final design. Planning and testing our plans helps us to avoid 
some of the challenges we might face constructing our final design. It 
also helps us prepare what we are going to need to construct our 
houses.

We will be using our 
mathematical knowledge of 

lines and measuring to 
ensure we have accurate 

templates!

What do you know about the 
story Hansel and Gretel?

Key Vocabulary

Golden 

syrup

Amber coloured liquid similar to honey that is 

made in the process of refining sugar can into 

sugar 

Muscovado 

sugar

A type of partially refined to unrefined sugar 

with a strong molasses content and flavour

Bicarbonate of 

soda

Used as a rising agent in cooking.  Also known 

as baking powder.

dough A thick, malleable mixture of flour and liquid, 

used for baking into bread or pastry

recipe A set of instructions for preparing a particular 

dish, including a list of the ingredients 

required.

import Bring (goods or services) into a country from 

abroad for sale.

Tbsp Abbreviation of tablespoon—a large spoon 

used in cooking

tsp Abbreviation of tea spoon.  - small spoon used 

typically for adding sugar to and stirring hot 

drinks 

Engineering 
Design 
Process



Year 5                                      History: The Saxons have settled!                  Autumn 2 

Sticky Knowledge

In our last half term, we learnt that the Saxons were not just one group of people – they included 
Jutes, Danes and Friesians. In some places, Saxons and Britons co-existed quite happily, but not 
everywhere. It took a long time for things to settle down; even then, strong kings would expand 
the areas they controlled, whereas weak kings would lose land. Despite this, England was still a 
rich country which is what attracted the Vikings from 793 onwards, and the Saxons had to fight to 
protect themselves from the invaders. When the Vikings came, there were only 4 Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms and there were many tough battles fought for land. Alfred the Great fought and won 
many battles against the Vikings, but he was never able to push the Vikings out of England. After 
many years of fighting, Alfred and the Viking King, Guthrum, eventually formed a kind of peace 
agreement. England was to be divided with an imaginary line running from Chester in the North-
West to London in the South East. The two parties agreed that the Anglo-Saxons would live South-
East of the line and the Vikings would live North-West of it. The area where the Vikings resided, 
North-West of the divide, was called the Danelaw.

Key Figures

Bede A monk who wrote about life in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 
Gildas A monk who wrote about the leaders of Britain offering land and food in  

exchange for protection against the Picts and Scots. 
King Alfred the Great           The King of Wessex who eventually became the first king of England. 
King Ethelbert                        The King of Kent who converted to Christianity. 
St Augustine                           A monk who helped spread the word about Christianity. 
Vortigen A king in Britain who offered land and food in exchange for protection.

Key Vocabulary

Anglo-Saxons The main group of people living in Britain when the Vikings 
invaded. 

Reconstruction An impression, model, or re-enactment of a past event.

Monastery A place where people who have dedicated their lives to 
religion, such as monks or nuns live. 

Pagan A person who believes in many gods. 

Dark Ages "Dark Ages" is meant to describe the economic, political, and 
cultural problems of an era – this one after the Romans.

Chieftain The leader of a village or small group of people.

Plunder To steal goods using force.

Settle To decide to stay and live indefinity.

Invasion Invading a country or region with an armed force.

Sutton Hoo The site of two early medieval cemeteries dating from the 
6th to 7th centuries near the English town of Woodbridge.

Danelaw

What facts can you learn about 
Danelaw?

Timeline

AD 396 - 398

Picts, Scots and 
Saxons constantly 

raid Roman 
Britain. 

410

Romans leave 
Britain to defend 
Rome which was 

under attack. 

450

The Anglo-Saxons 
begin to settle 
alongside the 

Britons

500

Seven Kingdoms 
had been created. 

We will learn 
about these in 

detail! 

597

St Augustine helps 
missionaries 

spread the word 
about Christianity. 

731

Bede completes 
the Ecclesiastical 

History of the 
English People

789

The Vikings begin 
to raid Britain.

King Alfred

Just how great 
was King Alfred, 
really?



Year 5 Science: Forces                  Autumn 2 

Forces

A force is a push or pull that acts upon an object. We can’t see forces, but they are an
important part of our everyday lives. We push and pull objects to do many different
things. When we push or pull objects we can move the object, change the shape of the
object or make the object change direction.

Gravity

Gravity is a force which acts at a distance. It is a push force
that pulls objects towards the center of the Earth.

The planets and the Sun do not touch, yet the planets stay in
orbit around the Sun due to the force of gravity.

Examples of Forces

Friction

Friction is a force that acts in the opposite direction
to gravity. It acts between a moving object and the
air molecules around it, slowing the object down.
Aire resistance is a type of friction.

Parachutes are used to increase air resistance and
slow down the parachutist, so they can’t land safely.
Modern cars and places are streamlines in design to
reduce air resistance, allowing them to move faster.

Friction

Water resistance is the force
responsible for making it difficult
for us to move through water. It
acts between a moving object and
the water molecules slowing it
down.

Key Vocabulary

Attract To pull towards

Contact When objects touch

Distance The length between two objects

Push To move something towards

Pull To move something away

Repel To push away

Resistance An opposing or slowing force

Challenge Question:
Friction always 

the 
speed of an object.

Challenge Question:
Which surface is the 
easiest to move a box 
over?
a) Sandpaper
b) Shiny floor
c) Rough carpet


